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Work Zone Safety - A First Person Account

      During a hot day last summer, many crews from District 5 Maintenance

gathered to perform shimming operations (paving) on NH Route 28 Bypass in

Derry.  While flagging the one-lane work zone, I had my lane of traffic stopped.

       After a couple of minutes, the third vehicle (a motorcycle) decided not to wait

any longer.  He crossed over the double yellows, passed the two cars stopped in front

of him, and proceeded to drive head-on into the oncoming traffic beyond a hill.  With both lanes now

blocking his way, he zipped in and out of our closed lane, around our personnel and equipment, then into

and out of the woods so as to avoid any collision with the moving traffic.

      I got a partial plate number and description of the offender but decided not to call the police.  I

realized that without an entire plate number, not much could be done.  My opportunity to provide an

entire plate number came about three hours later.

      With my “Stop paddle” clearly displayed and no traffic yet waiting in my lane, I saw this same

motorcycle approach me.  With traffic approaching from the other direction in the only open lane, I

motioned with my Stop paddle and my free hand for this person to stop.  He smiled and shook his head

“no”.  Once again, he blew through my signal to stop and went head on into traffic.  The crew helped me

verify the license plate number.  I called Derry Police.

      The officer asked me if I could identify him in court and if I wanted to press charges.  I said yes.

      Six months later, I am at court sitting in the hall.  I observe a man complaining to another person

about how “these people tried to kill” him with their trucks and their stop sign.  Not knowing who I was,

he continued his conversation stating that he knows ‘he disobeyed’ the flag person and that he ‘agrees’

he traveled through the stop sign.  He said he “saw no reason that he should have been stopped.  There

were no cars coming the other way”.  He also stated the same thing later to the judge.  “That’s why I

didn’t stop, I didn’t see the need to, your honor.”

      The state prosecutor calls me into a small room, stating it is better to go to trial with this.  He said the

man had been giving “flippy answers” to the judge during arraignment and trial was the best way to go.

      The judge asked the man “How do you plead?”  The man said “Guilty” to Obedience of a Flagger

but “Not Guilty” because being stopped was unwarranted.  In other words, he admits he didn’t stop for

the flagger, but he didn’t see any reason for the flagger to stop him.  The prosecutor asked for a trial and

the judge agreed.

      After calling me to the stand and taking the oath, the prosecutor asked me to identify this person in

the courtroom and then explain what happened.  After my testimony, the defendant (acting as his own

lawyer) was then allowed to ask me questions.  He said “I have just one question…Why are you lying

through your teeth?”  I glanced at the prosecutor, then the judge, and then in the eye of this man and said

“Sir, I am not lying”.

      Now it’s time for the defendant to give his testimony.  First, he acknowledges he defied my signal to

stop.  He said he didn’t see a need to stop.  Then, he says that two ‘big trucks’ tried to hit him and that

he did not want to be hit because he was on a motorcycle.  He said that the flagger tried to hurt him by

jumping in front of him.  He said he saw no reason to have to obey the flagger because he didn’t see any

other cars coming at him.  He rested his case.

      Enter the prosecutor, who asks “How long had you been at your house before the Derry Officer

approached you?”  He said a few hours.  The prosecutor asked “in those hours, why did you not call the

police stating that trucks were trying to hit you.  He did not answer.  “When the officer spoke with you,

why didn’t you tell him about the trucks trying to hit you?”  No answer.

      The state rests.  The judge finds him “Guilty” on both counts.  “First Offense, One hundred dollars.

Second Offense, suspended six months on good behavior.”

Editor’s note: The following story is from Margaret “Peg” Smith, a District 5 Patrol

Foreman (Bedford #511).  April 7-11, 2008 is the eighth annual National Work Zone

Awareness Week.

Construction Bureau’s Dan Caouette Builds One-of-a-Kind Canoes and Kayaks
Clear Stream Woodworking Attracts Worldwide Attention for Its Quality Products

Dan Caouette and his wife Christine

decided to go shopping for a couple of plastic

kayaks about four years ago.

Then the Construction Bureau contract

administrator got the idea he would build the boats

himself out of wood.  He bought the book “The

Strip-Built Kayak: Three Rugged Boats You Can

Build” and the unanticipated journey began.

In his spare time these days, Dan

Caouette is building custom kayaks and canoes in

his Milan home workshop for customers from as

far away as Spain and Florida.  His company is

called Clear Stream Fine Woodworking, and

business is booming.   According to the company

website, Clear Stream is “a small part-time studio

dedicated to one of a kind cedar strip kayaks,

canoes and small boats, fine cabinetry, furniture and antique reproductions.”

“I will build almost anything out of wood.  I’ll take on anything,” Caouette says.  He’s been working

with wood since he was a kid playing around in his father’s workshop.  But it’s the boat building that has

quickly established Dan as a craftsman in a field where less than 30 companies do something similar nation-

wide.  Dan’s boats are built exactly to his customer’s desires and specifications, with meticulous craftsmanship

that can include a variety of woods and inlayed designs.

 After he launched a website, the business took off in the spring of 2006 when Dan sold his first kayak

out of “Saco Bound” in Conway.  Then he got a call from a Connecticut man who asked him to build a sea

kayak that became known as “The Black Pearl”.  His latest order under construction is for a Spanish cus-

tomer who wanted something “light, fast and beautiful”.  The 18 ! foot “Nereida” Njord is being made out of

mahogany, curly maple and black walnut, encapsulated in a clear epoxy/fiberglass matrix and should weigh

only 45 pounds. Detailed craftsmanship comes with a cost, but in this niche market, price is not an obstacle for

those who want something truly special.  It takes Dan 8 to

12 weeks to build a canoe or kayak that can range in

price from about $3,000 to $6,000.

“People coming to me are in search of a very

unique boat.  I spend a lot of time talking to them before

construction even starts.  It’s a labor of love.  I know

every inch of every boat and it’s totally worth it when

they are put in the water for the first time.”

The Clear Stream website has generated world-

wide interest as e-mailers from places as far away as

Sweden follow Dan’s boat construction updates online

(www.clearstreamwood.com).

“It’s incredible.  A Scandinavian-designed boat

     for a guy in Spain is being built by a guy in northern New

     Hampshire using parts from Hawaii,” Dan muses.

Dan Caouette says he loves his job as a NHDOT construction engineer and has no plans to go full-

time with the boat building and wood working business.  At age 34, he hopes to build 2 to 4 boats a year for the

next 20 years and possibly expand with retirement.  His next phase may be in creating some original kayak

designs, which he names after New Hampshire and Maine rivers.

“I’ve only just scratched the surface,” Dan says. “ There are so many things to learn with each boat.”

After hundreds of hours of work, Dan Caouette likes to

take his hand-built boats out on the water for a test run.

Described as “the ideal all-round canoe”, the 16-foot

“Prospector” is one of three designs Caouette builds.


